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Matelong Award


Matelong Children’s Literature Award
Introduction

The writing fundamentals that have been orchestrated through complementary times through the ages are thought to have enriched the developmental transfer of information through generations. Age after age, seasons after seasons and decades passed with historical components aiding their ways. These writings therefore enabled many other writers to have certain concepts in life that are thought to be particularly useful for the generations to come. But again, the cultural dilution continued to erase the concentration and conveyance of vital cultural concepts.

Now, the dimensional understanding of writing and its core pillars in East Africa remained a distant reality, and these features (Noting writing, ancient records, oral literature and written work) being immeasurably misinterpreted to generate misleading theories. With this in mind, in early 2005, it was a shocking reality during an interactive gathering of school going students in Western Uganda that communication by means of illustrative writing was far from the fossil period. The amazing reality totted and nabbed us, with an understanding that students in Uganda could not accurately construct a simple direct sentence, not even as simple as: Please give me that cup. 
But with technical understanding of prestigious Baganda language of central Uganda and the Ankore of Western Uganda, not even the very mature natives could wish to learn some English. An initiative of a certain nature, I thought could re-carpet this phenomena, this cultural backwardness and pave way for a proper understanding of the language. 

The effective inauguration of certain programs known as reading tents yielded no fruits either. In fact, these seminar-like arrangements brought more losses than benefits to students. This was because only few participants were considered from selected schools.
In July 2005 during the meeting of Uganda Children and Illustrators Writers, I raised this issue, giving the members an alternative solution to the crisis. And because other writers thought the current program could improve with time, the reality on the ground continued to erase confidence among the students and teachers alike. In November the same year, I communicated to the chairman of the Association of Ugandan Writers, Mr. Joseph Ndawula asking him to think over my suggestion again. This was followed by another meeting, purposely called by the members to oversee my proposal. During the day long session, the members acknowledged my proposal terming it as an alternative breakthrough in initiating a more compounded step for Ugandan children.
In January 2006, at the beginning of the term in Uganda, the Association of Ugandan Writers met again with an effort to oversee the start up of my proposed competition. An hindrance followed when writers felt that the program needed heavy funding, and technical experience to run it. In my explanation, the practicality of a writing component (illustrated in the first edition of my book, The art of composition Writing, November 2005) is about the imaginary writing and the regalia brought with the development. The association of Ugandan writers at the time consisted of writers who had confined capability to only write short stories for primary schools. I was the only member who had published a creative book for O level. Indeed, many thought that I could easily organize the writing competition program and run it successfully. 

In February 2006, I wrote to Mr. Ndawula again, almost for the last time informing him of my program and he acknowledged it. The first ever competition was held in April 2006 and I reached almost 200 schools, discussing and explaining why writing is one most important communicative tool for any living human being. The rigorous approach generated a lot of effort and ability, yet again giving me more hope despite the limited financial reserves.

The final competition was particularly important and the themes touched on topics related to love, pain and suffering, death and prostitution. As I had explained before, I could not handle a large number of schools, and the schools that participated gave an illuminating component about writing. The ideal approach was classically framed from their interactive nature, and away from the neutralities of life, these young writers came out composed and bringing about several understandings about their crafted work.

This impressive episode riveted yet another generation of writers, future as they may seem, for the years to come. After a labourous time of analyzing and awarding marks, the final result illustrated a more advancing criterion, far from the crude thinking. But in contrast, I thought, the very remote schools continue to face overwhelming challenges, aging the otherwise advancing language.

 In July 2006, I forwarded the results of the best performers to the respective schools, the top-most school, Railways Children Primary scooping 5 students in the top 10, Jack and Jill scooping 3 and St. Peters Primary 2.
The indexing protocols required a student to score highly in 7 major areas: Code-named the critical points: Accuracy, fluency, punctuation, Consistency, relevance and conclusion. 
The developmental component

The Matelong Award prides itself for its initiative, turning to be the first and the only children’s awarding body in east and central Africa.  Its generation, though short, has invariably brought a changed lifestyle amongst the otherwise information vulnerable children. In a number of ways, the Matelong Award has consistently emerged to influence Ugandan schools, and it has repeatedly transformed children, giving them more porous approach to writing. Its development structure has from time to time changed, and children have found it most flexible, both at the base level and yet again allowing children from all walks of life to share ideas, interact freely and compare their writings. Hence, with such an evolution, the award yet again continues to yield in status.

The Performance Index

It is worth noting the thematic component in the Matelong Award revolves around character formation, family integration, history and behavioural concepts. The evolution of a story is in practical terms more advancing and each time student writers are being encouraged to be independently creative so that the actual meaning of this award is met properly. 
The performance is an interaction of specific themes, particularly if the students are able to interpret essays, compose their essays with the 3 frames being refreshed at appropriate times. All through their essays, students are repeatedly advised to remain particularly consistent in their written work (2nd edition, The Art of Composition Writing, John Chebaibai, 2007)
With each award, the Matelong prize recognizes well constructed essays, and it has an obligation to have a standard protocol for meritorious performance. It at the same time continues to reach many other schools, especially those found in the remotest parts of the country.
Matelong Award Founders

The Matelong Award is entirely a component of the Matelong Family, and it is a generation of time where writers and Matelong professionals who have rare writing capabilities can generate possible standards of writing. 

The Award was founded by John Chebaibai Matelong (Lessos) and was joined shortly by Silah Ngetich Matelong (Nandi Hills). From time to time, the Award has immensely contributed to Uganda’s schools and it is hoped that with the support especially by family members who fully understand the importance of this to the family, we shall be able to advance in the coming years.
Conclusion

Donor support could assist us in improving this program, and it will equally enable us to publish 11 scripts that awaiting final production. We have been repeatedly challenged by financial constraints despite the huge efforts input in this work. The span of time will of course be a guiding factor in finalizing the feasibility protocol. 

On 24th November 2007, the Matelong Children’s Writers Award will be unveiled and the Matelong flag hoisted on this day. The cultural integration will bring all the Kapmatelong trees right from Kitale, Kormaet, Ollesos, Nandi Hills and Tindiret to Kampala to witness this important event.
The inauguration message is being directed to all these families from wherever they are, and to have them getting prepared to witness this ceremony.

Mr. Cheison Matelong will be installed as the official chairman of the Matelong Award, and the Matelong Foundation will be discussed at great length. 

At this point in time, the Matelong Award needs more affluent approach to have yet an all-inclusive launching style, and a passionate message revolve around the wishes of our family members especially in funding this ceremony.

All best in regards

JOHN CHEBAIBAI MATELONG

Founder/Author

(jchebaibai@yahoo.com)

Silah Ngetich

Secretary General

Matelong Children Literature Award

(siltich@yahoo.com)
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